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Man'’s Potential for Good or Evil

[ACCORDIHG TO OUR TRADITION, ANGELS WHO ARE CALLED
malachim, “messengers,” are sent by G-d to perform a
specific mission. Indeed, we are taught that an angel cannot per-
form more than one mission at a time. It is for this reason that the
angels who came to the house of Avraham after he fulfilled the
pcommandment of the Almighty and circumcised himself were

’:rﬂ’ each given a specific task and mission to fulfill. Rashi tells us that

one came to heal Avraham, while the second came to inform
Sarah that she would have a child. The third one was sent to de-
stroy the wicked city of Sodom. The question, however, presents

[ itself: Why did this third angeil come to the house of Avraham at
all, since his-mission_and purpose was Totally unrelated to the
house of Avraham?

There are two answers given to resolve this difficulty. According
to the first, when G-d decided at the time of Creation to create
Adam, the angels in Heaven were divided into two camps: those
who were in favor of creating a human race, and those who were
opposed. 1721 K73 DX WX MK BP0 DB KETY K137 WK 105
DT K937 7R DOW NIPIY Ty KT KON MR pTY DY
mpvp. The Heavenly forces in favor of creating rman argued that

VA man possesses many virtues, including those of kindness and com-
pdssion, as well as righteousness. The opposing camp argued that
human beings are dishonest, and are creatures of contention, inca-
pable of living peacefully with one another (Bereishis Rabbah 8).

When the city of Sodom was built and eventually evolved into a

Uk Place of evil and wickedness, where strangers who wandered into

town were treated with callousness and cruelty, the Heavenly
forces who had been opposed to the creation of man were able to
point to this evil community as proof of the correctness of their
stance. Since G-d had decided, in spite of their opposition, to cre-

fL,\ ate man, He was, as it were. on thﬁ.dﬁﬁenﬂww
and behavior of the inhabitants of Sodorm.

When He Teluctantly came to the decision that Sodom had to be
destroyed, and sent the third angel to implement this decision, the
Almighty wanted to demonstrate to this angel, and through him to

%Q the Heavenly forces, that Sodom should not be considered as a
model of humankind, He therefore commanded the angel of de-
struction to first visit the house of Avraham, for there the angel
would observe that man is capable of kindness and generosity, and
this would justify G-d's decision to create man. Lest the Heavenly

v[{ forces believe that mankind is represented by evil Sodom, it was
important to hold Avraham up as a model of the nobility that man
can achieve. lt is for this reason that the angel, charged with the
destruction of Sodom, made this detour on his way to fulfill his
mission.

"ﬂb A second answer is given, alluded to in a brief commentary by
the Sforno. Commenting on the verse: DWIKT DWW 197, “and the
men turned from there” (18:22), the Sforno comments: “They
turned from the house of kindness” and proceeded to Sodom.
According to the Sforno, the Torah is contrasting the house of
Avraham, which was characterized by kindness, with the city of
Sodom. a Dlace steened im rm T o ———
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According to somé Bible Totmifmentators, the linal decision of

{ the Heavenly Court was reached at that moment, i the house of

Avraham. It was this contrast between the house of kindness and

the wickedness of Sodom which sealed the fate of that city. Since

the minimum number of judges on a court is three, this explains,

Y according to these commentators, why it was necessary for the

third angel to accompany his colleagues. This also explains the

commentary of Rashi on the verse: Pnxi nno ag Xy, “while he
was-sitting at the entrance of the tent” (18:1).

@ When the Shechinah appeared, Avraham wanted to stand up,
2 (.| but G-d said to him: You sit and | will stand, to symbolize for all
/‘9 tirne that whenever a Jewish court sits in judgment, the Almighty

will be present, as it is written: 5p mya ay) P2y, “G-d stands in

the Divine assembly” (Tehillim 82:1). This proves that there was a

trial going on at that time, and a verdict was being reached based

(G upon the comparison between the house of Avraham and the city
of ‘Sodom.

This may well explain why Avraham became so agitated when

G-d revealed to him His intent to destroy Sodom, and also clarifies

why Avraham interceded so passionately on behalf of the city. He

1% attempted to change G-d’s decree because he felt responsible for

the d&struction of Sodom since he had inadvertently sealed trlgir

Ty

Be it the first answer or the second, the presence of the third

angel in Avraham’s house is now understandable. It was important

w for the angels in Heaven to know the potential for chesed that

human beings possess, thereby justifying G-d's creation of man;

and it is also important for us to appreciate the need for due pro-

cess of law before a decision to punish a community is reached

g

@ e Ty3 Y990M AT R93) °3 - because he is a prophet, and he will pray for you. Why was it neces-
sary for Abraham to pray on behalf of Abimelech? God was in essence saying that as far 25 He was

[0 rl concernied, there was no compelling reason to keep Abimelech alive. However, if Abraham felt that

j" Abimelech’s coptinued existence would be useful—that he had an important mission that had yet
~ D " to be realized—God would spare him.

7 Each person is sent to earth as an agent of the Creator. This role as agent disappears the mo-

ment the sénder wishes to terminate the agent’ status. A person exists on earth only as long-as he
pugsues his mission. Abimelech had to convince Abraham that his specific mission was suficiently
important for his existence to continue, motivating Abraham (o pray with a sense of urgency for

God to spare his life.
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